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The Epiſtle Dedicathry to thoſe God- 
ly Women concerned in the 
following Treatiſe. 


Honoured Siſters, 


"y Is far from me to des iſe 2s , or to do any thing to your re- 
] proach, I know yoy FA Beloved of Gad for the Fake f Chriſt, 
and that you ſtand fixed for evir by Faith upon the ſame foun- 
dation with us. 1 alſo know that the Lord doth pur no difference be- 
twixt Male and Female, as. to the communications of his Saving 
Graces, but hath often made many of your Sex emment for picty ; yea, 
there hath been of YOU, I ſpeak, now of ordinary Chriſtians, that for 
Holineſs of life have out Lone may of the Brethren : Nog can their 
vertuous lies but be renown and Glory. to CU, and conviltion to 
' Thoſe of US that "have ccxue behinag you in Faith and Holyneſs. 
The love of Women in Spirituals ( as well a4 Natarals) oft times out- 
igoes that of Men. "Sq A 
'* When Chriſt was upon _Earto, we read not that any Mun did to, 
and for him « did the Woman that was a ſinner ,, Toanna , Su- 
ſanna, and. many hers, Luk.7. 36, 37133. Chaps 8. 4:2, 3, 

And as they have ſnewed+bemſclues emirtent for picty , ſo for Obri- 
ſtan valour and fortitude of minde., when called' of God to bear wit- 
neſs to , and for hs Name in the World : as afl Hiſtories of that 
Nature dath ſuficzently refibe: They were Womengas I take it, as well 
« Men, that were tortured, and tht would not accept of defucrance 
that they, wight ohtarue. a better reſuricttion, Heb. 11. 35- Where- 
fore T honour and praiſe your. eminencie jn Vertne ;, and deſire go be 
provoked by the exceeding piety of any of you, in all Haly conver ſation 
«nd Godlyneſs. EE. x 

- And, altheugh.,. 4s you gill find , 1 heve-net with out 4 Cauſe , 
made a Queſtion ofthe Lawfulneſs .of your alexybliag together, by 
your ſelves, to perform, without your Men, '{olemn Worſhip to 
God : Tet I dare *not make your ſelves the Authors of your own miſ- 
carriage im this. "I do nd a rather impute it to your Leaders, who 
whe: her of a fond reſpett to ſome ſeeming abilities they think, is in 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

| *+this, 'or from | a perſwaſion that you have been better then 
| beg other em. a rel from 4 prepoſterouc zeal , they - 
have put you upon 4 work {© much too heavy for you: 7 ſhall wot at 
this time concern my ſelf to inhucre into. But this is certaine , at 
leaſt "tus ſo in my . 62 1". » that in this mattey you are tempted by. 
them to take tov muc _ you, ww 

1 am not inſenſible but that for my thus writing, though I there- 

bave de your Honour and good Order , I am like enough to run 

Gantlet «meng you, and to partaks moſt ſmartly of the ſcourge of 
the Tongues of ſome, and to be ſaundly Brow-beaten for it by others : 
Specs our \ Author, wha will finde bimſelf immediatly concerned , 
for. that -] bave blamed bim for what he hath irregularly done both 
with the Word, to you, and me. I lock alſo to be ſufficiently Scan- 
dalized , and counted 4 man not for Prayer, and Meetings for Prayer, 
and the like , but I will labour to bare them with Patience, and deck 
their good that ſhall be tempred to abuſe me. d 

I had not, indeed I bad not ſpoke a Word to this queſtion" in this . 
manner » had not Mr. K. ſemt bis Paper abroad, and amongſt ws, 
for the encquraging this praitiſe with ws, in Oppoſition to our. peace, 
1 de not (ay he deſigned owr breach , *but bis Arguments tended 
thereto; and bad not onr People been of a wiſe and quiet ttmper, by 
Paper might have ſet ws into_a Elame. 'But thanks be to God we aye 
at quiet, and walkin love, notwitbftanding the Lifts that have been to 
Jus. do otherwiſe. 

There are aiſo the mouths of ſome opened againft me for this, who 
lie at wait for Occaſiens., and ſhew that they are glad to take them 
before they are given by mee : to whim 1 now Jhew by .this enſuing ; 
diſcourſe , that Fhad areaſon to do what .] did. Kudo 

I commtnd you to God', and to the Word of his Grace, which i able 
to build you. up, and to give you an inheritance among them that are 
Santtifled by Eaith in Feſus Chriſt : to whom be Honour and Glory 
07 ever. &. 

! And remaine your Faithfull Friend and Brother to Pray for you, 
te love you in the Goſpel, and ro do you what Chriſtian Service I oan . 


John, Bunyan... 


"8 
Caſe of Conſcience Reſolved, SC. 


HE occaſiofi of my meddling in this manner with this 
Controverſie, is this: After 1 had ( for reaſons beſt 

known to my ſelf ) by ſearching, found, that thoſe 

led the Womens meetings , wanted for their ſuppert , 

a boftom in the Word : I called them in our Fellowſhip into queſti- 
on. Now havivg ſo done, my reaſons for ſo doing ( as was but 
reaſon) were demanded; and I gave them, to the Cauſing of that 
practiſe with us to ceaſe. So ſubjeCt to the Word were our Women, 
and ſ@ willing, to let $0 what by that could not be proved a duty for 
them to be found in the PraQiſe of. But when I had {fo done , by 


what means I know not, Mr. &, hearing of. my proceeding in this 


matter (though I think he knew little of queſtion or Anſiver ) 
ſets Pen to Paper, and draws up four Arguments for the Juſti- 
fication of thoſe Aretings. The which, when done, were ſent 
down into our parts ; not tome, but to ſome of his own p*;ſwa- 


fion , who kept them, or ſens them, or /er them whether they 


thenght good : And fo about two years after, with this note im- 
mediatly following > they were conveyed to my hand, | 


Bro: Bunyan, Thu encloſed, was ſent to me from godly Women, who: 
Cuſtom for a long time hath bin to meet together to pray : who hear- 
ing of your contrary Opinion , ſent this. It came from Mr." K: 


who woul# deſire ts know what objetions you have apain#t it: and hz 


is ready to give his farther advice. Pray bg pleaſed to give your 


Anſwer in writting , for Mr. K. Expetts it, 
| / 


Pray be pleaſed : your Friends in tho 
to-leave your ,” Lord, S. B. 
Aniver with-- SF. 

S . 
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 Newhaving received the Papers, and conſidering the gonterits 
thereof: Twas at Eirſt at a queſtion with my ſelf, whether the 
thing was feigned, or true; and to that purpoſe , writt to theſe 
Women again : But calling to minde, that I had heard ſomething 
of this before, I concl there was ground to believe as I doe : 
And fo refolved to Anſwer his D:mand and Expectation. 

, But to ſay nothing more asto this , I will next preſent you with 
= | IP. ts he ſent , and then with my manner of handling 
(6) 

' Firſt he begins with this queſtion , Wheeber Women fearing God 
Ys Aeet-td pray together , and whether it be Lawfull for thers ſo to 
do? which done , he fals to « Wonderment, ſaying » It ſeems very 
TFrange to muy that any whoprofeſs the Fear of God, can make any 
queſtion touching tbe Lawfulneſs thereof : The rule for praying being 
fo General to all, and there being ſo meny Inſtances for the Pratin 
thereof , "upon ſeveral occaſions in the Word of God , for their "incou- 
ragement therein. The 

1 n the next place he prefents us wich his Arguments, which 
are in Number four , but in Yerity not -one, to prove that thing 
for the which he urgeth them : as ! hope to maks appear by that 
I have done. | 

Firſt , ſaith he, If Women may prayſe God together for Mercies 
received for rhe Church of God, or for themſchues : Then they may 
pray together : the Proof whereof us plain, Exod. 15. 20, 21. If it 

be objetted the Caſe was Extraordinary, and that Miriam was a 
Propheteſs; To which I Anſwer , That the danger of Ruin and De- 
ſteruftion., and our deliverance from it (if the Lord grant it) tax- 
not be looked at but as Extraordinary : The deſigns ſk pe to the 
Church , and Servants of God, bemg as great as at that ,tyme when 
God delivered his People from the hand of Pharoah. And will call 
for praiſes, if the Lord pleaſe to ſend it , as then. | And whereas it 
is further objected, that Miriam was an Extraordinary Perſon, To 
which I Anſwer , That the Duty it ſclf of praiſing God for the 
Adercit, Was intumvent upon ah, in as much as they were All partakers of 
the Aercie. And the ſam: Spirit of Chriſt. that was gn ber, is 
«lſo in all bs Servants: Given for the ſame End, both te" Pray for 
Mercies , we Rand in need of , and to praiſe God for. 
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Secondly , If Women have in eminem danger to themſelves and 
the Church of God, Prayed joyntly together for deliverance, and God 
hath Anſwered and approved of the ſame: then may Women 
joy p pray together. The inſtance we have w famous, Eſther. 4.' 16. 

e ofio j and her Maidens did pray and faſt together , and 
the Lord pave 4 gracious Anſwer and deliverance. " 

Thirdly , If God hath in Goſpel times promiſed the pewring out of 
bis Spirit ro Women , to that very end that they may pray together 4- 
part from Mem, 4 hen it «s not only their Liberty , but Duty to Meet 
and Pray together. But God hath promiſed his Spirit to that" end, 
Zech. 12. 10, 11, 12, 13. Which Scripture, *tis plain, is 4 pep 

Goſpel times. And it is to be noted that the Text doth not int 

ular number , ſay, HE ſhall Pray apart, and, HIS Wife apart. 
But THEY ſhaſi Pray apart, and THEIR Wives apart, And Ma- 
lachi 3.16. God' takes notice of all them that ſpeak, often together , and 
CALL mpon bis name. 

Fourthly , If God bath ſo approved of Womens Meeting together te. . 
Pray in Goſpel times, 4s then, and at that time to ap 4 an advan- 
rage to maks known to them his mind and will concerning Jeſus Chriſt: 
then it is Lawfull for Women to Pray togethtrr. But, God bath ſa 

proved of their Meeting to Pray together, AQts 16. 13. . By which 
5th it appeareth it was 4 frequent practiſe for Women to Meet and | 
Pray together, | 

Theſe are Mr.. X*s Arguments , the Concluſton of his Paper 
Follows. 

And beſides ALL theſe particular inſtances (ſays he) what means 
thoſe General rules to build up onme- another in our moſt Holy Faith , 
and Pray in the Holy Ghoſt, Jade 20. But it extends to all that be= . 
lieve, both Men and Women; unleſs any will ſay Women are.not to 
be built up in their meſk Holy Faith. — rar, let wet any binder . 
you from a Duty ſo incumbent upon you in a Special manner, in ſuch 4 
day as this s. Cannit many Women that have uſed this praitiſe, by 
experience, {9 thry have met with th: Lord init, and have found -: 
many blefied returns of prayrr from God, both to themſelves and the 
Church , wherein God ' abr owned them? Thereſgre what God hath. 


Born Witneſs ro, and approved of, tt 'no Man deter you from. Pray 


turn to the Scr: 
faltion, 


prures quoted, which 1 hope will grve you full Satis- 
Theſe 


(3) 
Thitſe are his Arguments, and this his Concluſion, in which 1 
<£annot but ſay, there is, not only Boldneſs, but Flattery. Bold- 
neſs, in Fathering of his mis-underſtandipg upon the Authority of 
the Word of God : and Flarrery, in Soothing up Perſons ina way 
ef their own, by making of them the Judges in their own caufe : 
the which I kope to make further appear anon. 
" - For ſince his Women in their Letter told me that Mr. K. 
expedts my Anſwer, Icount my felf ca{ed to ſhew the unſound- 
nels of his Opinion. Indeed he would , as they infinuate , . 
confine me to Anſwer by Writing : But his Papers have been I kgow 
not where, and how to put check to his Extravagancies, that 
alſo, I know not , but by Scattering mine abroad. And as I 
will not be confined to an Arſwer in Writing :* So neither to his 
methods of Argumentation. What Scholar he is, I know not; for 
my part, I am not aſhamed to Confeſs, thatI neither know the 
Mode nor Figure of a Sylogiſm , nor ſcarce which is Major or 
Muior. Methinks I perceive but little ſence, and far leſs truth 
in his Arguments: alſo I hold that he has ſtretched and ſtrained 
the Holy Word out of place, tome ke it, .if it might have bin, to 
ſhore up his fond couceits. I ſhall therefore Firſt take theſe 
Texts from the Errors to which he hath *joyned them , and then 
fall ro picking the bones of his Sylogiſmes. 

But as I ſhall not confine my ſelf to his mode and way' of Ar- 
guing: So neither ſhall I take notice of his queſtion upon which 
he ſtateth the matter in Controverſie. But ſhall prepound the 
ſame queſtion here , which for the ſabſtance of it, was handled a- 
mong us , when the thing it . ſelf was in dowb: among us, 
. Namly, 

Whether , where a Church of Chriſt is Situate , it is the Duty of 
the Women of that Cotyregation , Ordinarily, and by Appointment , 
to Separate themſelves from their Brethren , and ſo to Aſſemble to- 
gether, to perform ſome parts of Divine Worſhip, 1s Prayer &c. 
without therr Men? 

This was our queſtion , this we debated, and this Mr. K. 
might have ſent for, and have ſpoken to, ſince he will needs be 
'a confuter. | | 

And courteous Reader, ſince I have here preſented thee with 
the Qreſtion , I will alſo preſent thee with the method a 


"My 
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I took when I handled it among my Brethren. 
1. I opened the Termes of the Queſtion. 
2. Then ſhewed what Aſſemblies they were that uſed to perform 
divine Worſhip to God. | 
3- And ſo ſhewed whoſe Prayers in ſuch Worſhip was ſed , or by 
Paul and others deſired. ; 
For theFirſt. 
1. By Church of Chriſt, I mean, one gathered or Conſtituted 
by , and walking after the Rule of the Word of God. 
2- By Situate , I mean, where ſuch Church ſhall happen to be, 
in whole, or in the parts thereof. 
3+ By Separating , | mean , their Meetings together by appoint- 
ment of their own, and as ſo met, toattempt to performe divine 
Worſhip, Prayer , without their Men. | 
Having thus explained the Queſtion ; 1, as a preparatory toa ſo- 
lution thereof , come next to ſhew what manner of Aſſemblies they 
were that uſed to perform divine Watſhip to God of Old. 
Now | finde that there have been three Sorts.of Aſſemblies, in 
which divine Worſhip has been performed ; 
iſt. It has been performed in mixed -Aſſemblies; in Aſſemblies 


- made up of Saints and Sinners. 1 ſay divine Worſhip has been 


performed IN ſuch Aſſemblies, tor that there the Saints have been 
Edifted , Sinners convinced and converted , and made to confeſs 
their Sins, to the Glory of God. Of theſe Aſſemblies we read , 
Matt. 5. 1. Chap. 13+ 1. Chap. 23. Marc. 4. 1. Chap. 2. 1. Chap. 
6. 2. Chap. .1o. Lnk, 5. Chap. 8. Chap. 12. Chap. 13.- Chap, 15. 
Chap. 20. 1.Cor. 14. 24+ And in many other Scriptures. 

21y. lalſfo find that theChurch,by herſelf; or as diſtin from the 
World, have met together toperform it by themſelves. ar. 4. 34. 
Alts.12,4.Chap.13.1,2.Chap. 15. 4- Chap. 20.7, 8. Jeb. 20. 19, 26. 

3ly- I find alſo that Aſſemblies for divine Worſhip have been 
made up - of the Elders, and Principal Brethren of the Church , 
none of the reſt of the Congregation being preſent, Marr." 10. ts 
Luk, 9. 1. Alts 1. 3.' Chap. 2. 17,: 18. Gal. 2. 1. 2. with ſeveral 
other Scriptures beſide. 
© Butinall the Scripture, 1 find not that the Women of the Church- 


es of Chriſt ,* did uſe to ſeparate themſelves from their Brethren , 


and as ſo ſeparate » performe Worſhip together among themſclyes, 
B or 
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or in that their Congregation : or that they made, by allowance 
of the Word, appointment fo todo. Thus far therefore this muſt 
ſtand for a humane invention , and Mr.X. for the promoter thereof. 

3ly- This done, in the-third place, I come to ſhew you whoſe 

Prayers, of by _ mouth Prayer in ſuch Aſſemblies, as are a- 
have roved Lawful, «ſed to be made , or by Paw or others were 
red. 

Whoſe Prayers -were uſed, or who was the mouth; and I find 
them called the Prayers of the Charch in General, or of the Prin- 
cipal Men thereof in particular , Fade 24,5. Chap. 20, 8.26. Fotl 1. 
14. Chap. 2. 15,16. As 12. 5.' Als 13. 1,3... 

2. Alſo when Paul, or others deſired that Prayers ſhould be made 
of others for them : They either deſired the Prayers of the Church 
in General, or of the Brethren in particular ( but never deſireth, or 
--_1 a Womans Mecting that Prayers might there be made for 

1. He defireth the Prayers of the Church in General, Cl. 4, 2. 
Philipi.1.9. Chap..4. 6. 1 Theſ. 5. 17. Heb,13. 18. 4 

2. Orif he deſireth Prayers of certain Perſons , he only calls up- 
on the Men and Brethren in rom » but never upon a Woman by 
name nor Sex, todoit , 1 Zhef. 5. 25. 2 Theſ. 3. 1. Rom. 15, 30. 
Tim. 2. 8. Nor was, as Lſaid, the Apoſtle alone in this thing. 
Chriſt ſpeaks a Parable to this end, that MEN - ought always to 
Pray. Fames faith the effeftual fervent Prayer of a righteons MAN. 
MAoſes ſent the young Men to Sacrifice: . And the People in the time 
of Zacharias, ſent their MEN to Pray before the Lord ,, Lzk.,184. 
Fam, 5.16. Ex. 24.5. Zach. 7. 2. I do not believe that: by any 
of theſe, the Prayers of Women ate deſpiſed, but by theſe we are 
taught , who, as the mouth in Aſſemblies to Pray, is commended 
URTCO us- | 

One Word more, The Women in the time of Feremy the Prophet, 
when they had made their Cakes to the Qyeen of Heaven", (tho the 
thing which they did was as right in their own eyes, as if they 
had done true Worſhip indeed.) and was Qyeſtioned by the Pro- 
phet for what they had done, could not Juſtifie what they had. done, 
as to _ A@;but by pleading, They did it not without therr Men. . Jer. 44. 
17» 1%; 19. . ; 

Tha. boving premiſed theſe few things, 1 ſhall now come move 4 

: rettly 


Mn 
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retty te d:ſconr ſe of the Queſtion it ſelf , TO WIT, Whether , where 
4 Church of Chriit is Situate , it is the Duty of the Women of that Con- 
gregation, Ordinarily, and by appointment, to ſeparate themſelves from 
therr Brethren , and as (0 - coy to aſſemble together to perform di- 
vine Worſhip , Prayer , without their Men? 

This was our Queſtion, and this I will now give a Negative An- 
ſwer unto. Forl find not in Chriſts Teſtament any command ſo 
todo; nonor yet Example : and where there is none of theſe , it 
cannot be a Duty upon them ; no, nor yet Liberty, but preſumption 
to attempt It. he 

The Command, ſays Mr. X. is General to AN. But Anſwer, 
yet limited, and confned to Order , and manner of Performance - 
Women may , yea ouvghtto Pray ; what then? 1s it their Duty to 
help to carry on Prayer in Publick Aſſemblies with Men , « they ? 
Are they to be the afidible mouth there, before all, ts God? No 
verily , and yet the command is General toall toPray. Women of 
the reſpective .Churches of Chriſt , have no command to ſeparate 
themſelves from the Men of their Congregations, to perform Pray- 
er in their own Company without them , and yet the command is 
General to all fo Pray. 6 7 

We muſt therefore diſtrgxiſh of Perſons -and performances, 
though we may not exclude either. The manner alſo, and Order 
in which ſuch and ſuch Duties muſt be done, Mr. X. knows is as Efſen- 
tial » in ſome caſes,as thevery matter of V Vorſhip. 

But we will come to my reaſons for my diſſ:nting from Mr. X. in 
this, After which I will confider his Arguments, and the Scrip- 
tures that he would ander-prop them with. .As for my reaſons for, 
my diflenting from him, they are theſe. * * 

Firſt , Toappoint Meetings for divine VVorſhip, either in the 
whole Church or in the parts. of it, 1s an At of Power : which 
Power , reſideth in the Elders in particular, or in the Church in 


-General-- But never in the VVomen as conſidered by themſelves. 


Mr. K. indeed doth inſfinuate that this Power alſo reſideth in ghem; 
for he ſaith, God hath in Goſpel times promiſed the Spirit tf Wo- 


-men to that very ehd that they may Pray _—_— apart from 


Men. Now if the Spirit is given them to THIS very end, that 
they may do it apart from Men , then they have a Power reſiding in 
themſelves to call their own Sex together todo it. And what brave 

B 2 doings 
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doings will ſuch a concluſion make , even the blind himſelf will per- 
ceive. But further of this anon ; mean while we will our own 
aſſertion attend. 

Namly, That to call the Church or parts thereof together to perform di- 
vine Worſhip to God, is an ACT of POWER, which power reſtdeth 
in the Church in General , or in the Elders in particular, We will treat 
of the laſt firſt. 

Firſt , For the Elderſhip, Moſes and Aaron of Old were they, with 
the Prieſts, that were to call the Church together to perform 'di- 
vine Worſhip to God, and that both as to the whole , or as to the 
parts of it, Numb, 10. 7.8. Dent. 4. 14. Chap. 31.1112. Exe. 4. 
29. Cbap, 12. 21. Chap. 17. 5 : 

Alſo in after times , they wErethe Elders and chief of the Church, 
- thatdidit, Joſh. 24.1. Ezra 10.5, 6, 7» &, 9. Als 14. 26, 27. 

Chap. 15. 3. y 

Or i their calling together to performe divine Worſhip, was 
not by the Elders alone : Yet it was by the Power that reſfided- in 
the Church for that thing, who joyntly ordered the ſame, Jud. 20. 
8. 18. Ezre 3. 1. Zepb.2.'1, 2, 3. Alts 12. 12. 1 Cor. 5. 4. 
Chap. 11 20. J 

All theſe'are plain caſes. But never , as I ever did read of inthe 
Bible, did Women , Ordinary beliving ones 'aſlume this Power of 
the Elders, or of the Church, to themſelves. 

If it be asked who did appoint that Meeting made mention of 
Atts 12. 12 ? : 

I Anſwer, ?Twas appointed by the Power of the Church, who for 
herown conveniencie (if ſhe cannot come all into one place at once, 
to perform the Duty, a9 *cs not likely four or five thouſand ſhould, 
in times of- perſecution , which was. their caſe) may meet , ſome 
here; ſome, there ;- for their Edification, and comfoit; compare 
Verſ. 5. with Verſ.12, and Verfſ. 17. 

Nor, do I Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of this or that part of the 
Churches Aſſembling together for Prayer: Tho the Elders, and 
greateſt part of the Brethren be abſent: If firſt ſuch MEN that call 
fuch Aſſemblies ate countenanced by the Elders, or Churchzto do it, 
1 Tim, 2. $. 2 Tim. 2. 22- But that the Siſters of this or that 
Church » may call their own Sex together to perform ſuch Worſhip 
by I—_ God (for this is the thing in debate) 1finde no war- 
Fant for | Se- 
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Secondly ; Becauſe 5 This kind of Worſhip, when done in and by a 
Company, w MINIS TERIAL to that Company,as well as petitionary to 
God. That is , they that as the mouth in Aſſemblies Pray to God , 
teach that Aſlembly,as well as beg mercies of him. And 1 finde not 
that Women may Aſſemble to do thus. . That ſuch Prayer js a kind 
of Miniſtring in the Word toStanders by , coaſider well 1 Cor.14- 
1516, 17,18,19. Wherefore let them keep ſilence in the Church , 
and in the parts thereof, when Aſſembled to Worſhip God, 

Inall Publick Worſhip byPrayer, Teaching is ſet on foot,two wayes, 

1. By propounding to that Aſſembly the things that muſt by a- 
greement be Prayed for; * 

2. And by proving them to ſuit with the will of God, that 
Prayer may be made in Faith ( 1 Joh. 5.14.) 

For all fuch Prayer muſt be made for the things agreed upon fitſt : 
and conſequently for things that by the Word are proved good, and 
ſutable for. the Seaſons, Perſons , or things, for , or ahgut which 
ſuch Prayers are made. For they that have Meetings for Prayer, 
without 27 , " at random 00P not by Rule. ART 

If two ou (hall apree on earth , as touching any thing that they (ball 
ond cn to Oods will) it ſhall be done fx X th rh of 
my Father which i mm Heaven , Matt. 19. 19, 

.Now, I ſay, it things Prayed for in. Aſſemblies , muſt firſt be 
joyntly agreed upon ; then muſt ſuch things by ſome one, or more 
of that Aſtmbly , be firſt Propounded, Expounded, 'and Proved to 
be good by the Word. Good for ſuch Perſons , Seaſons, or things, 
for which ſuch Prayer ts made. And beſides the Gitcs required to 
do this, if thisis not Teaching, Iam out. And yet this muſt firſt 
be dane to inſtruct all preſent , to help their Faith, and roquicken 
their Spirits to, and z that Worſhip: That they may as one Man 
have thcir Eyes unto the Lord, Zecb.g. 1. 

But that this Power is given to Women, to Ordinary believing 
ones that are in the higheit accoynt in Churches, I do not believe. 
I do not b2lieve they ſhould Miniſter to God in Prayer before the 
whole Church , for then I ſhould be a Ranter or a Qnaker ; Nor dol 
believe they ſhould doit in their own Womaniſh Allembly ,, for the 
reaſon urged before. ; | 

And I will add, if Brethren not heretofore called by the Church to 
open Scriptures, ar to ſpeak in the Church to God 1a Prayer, are 


Is 
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not at firſt to be admitted to do this, but before the Elders or Prin- 

cipal Brerhren, that they may hear and Judge (1 Cor. 14. 26, 27, 28, 

29.) how can it be thovght ro be meet or lawful for Women , of 
whom it moſt he ſuppoſed, that they have received no ſuch: Gifts , 

that they ſhould uſe this Power? | ſay, how can it be imagined that 

the Women ſhould be bound of God to do this in ſuch Sort as doth - 
utterly exclude the Elders and all the Men in the Congregation from 

a poſſibility of rderſtanding and of Judgingof what they,do? And 

yet this is the DoCtrine of Mr. XK. For he ſaith,rthar the Spirit of God 
z5 promiſed to Women to thus ery end , that they may Pray rogether, apart 

from Men. But God is not th: Author of this Confuſion in the 

Churches. 

21y- But Secondly, As teaching by Prayer in Aſſemblies , is thus 
ſet on foot; ſo every one alſothar ſhall in ſuch Meetings'be the mouth 
of the whole, to God , Miniſtreth, SO, Doctrine to that Aſſembly, 
as well as preſenteth petitions to God. Elſe how can that Aſſembly 
fay AMEN at their Prayer-or giving of thanks? For to ſay, A- 
MEN, is an effe@ of ConviCttion, or of Edtfcation received of the 
ſtander by , from him that now is fo Miniſtring in that Aſſembly . be- 
fore God, 1 Cor. 14315, 16,17. ; 

Yea, I believe that they that Pray in Aſſemblies , or that ſhall 
give thanks for Mercies received there, Onght to labor to _ 
not only with fervency of Words, but with ſuch ſoundneſs of Doctrine, 

6: while they mention , urge, or plead the promiſe with God, that 
that whole Aſſembly may be enlightned , taught, raken, and carried 
away in their Spirits, on the wing of that Prayer , and of Faith, 

_. to God, whoſe face they are come to ſeek , and whoſe Grace they 

\are gathered together to beg. Now this is called Praying and Prai- 

ſing , to the Teaching and Edifying of others, as by the Scripture a- 

fore named is made appear , 1 Cor. 14. 14,15,16,17,18,19. But by 

what Word of God the Siſters of the reſpeCtive Churches may ſet 
up This way of Teaching of one another in their Aſſemblies, I am 
ignorant of, For. 

Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt doth particularly infiſt upon the ina- 
bility of Women, as to their well managing of the Worſhip new un- 
der Cortfderation , and therefore it ought notto be preſumed upon 
by them. They are forbiddento teach, yea to ſpeak in the Church 
of God, And why forbidden, but becauſe of their inability. They 

cannot 


_ 
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canaot orderly manage that Worſhip to God that in Aſſemblies is to 
be performed before him (1 ſpeak now of our Ordinary believing 
ones , and | know none Extraordinary among the Churches.) They 
are not builded to manage ſuch Worſhip, they are not the Image and 


007 of Ged, asthe Menare y 1 Gor. 11.7, They are placed be- 
nea 


,and are cated the Glory of the Man. Wherefore they arc weak» 


- and nor permited to perform Publick Worſhip to. God. When' our 


firſt Mother » who was not attended with thofe weakneſſes , either 
Sinful, or Natnral, as our Women now are, -ſtept out of her 
py but to ſpeak a good Word for Worthip, you ſee how ſhe was 

fled , and befooled therein; ſhe utterly failed in the performance, 
tho ſhe briskly attempted the thing. Yea ſhe ſo failed there-about » 
that at one clap ſhe over-threw, . not only (as to that) the reputa- 
tion of Women for ever , -but her Soul, her Husband,* and the-whole 
World beſides, Gen. 3. 1,2,3,4,5,67. 

The fallen Angel knew what he did when he made his Aſſault upon 
the Woman. His ſubtilty told him that the Woman was the weak- 
er Veſſel. He knewalſo that the Man was made the Head in Wor- 
ſhip , and the keeper of the Garden of God. The Lord God took, 
the Man, ſid unto the Man, - commanded the Man , and made him 
keeper of the Garden , Gez. 2: 15,1617. Wherefore the nianage- 
ment of Worſhip belonged:to him. Fhis , thg Serpent , 2s I ſaid, 
was a ware of - And therefore he comes to the Woman , ſayes to the 
Woman , and deals witt-the Woman about it, and ſo overcomes 
the. World. Wherefore it is from this conſideration that Paul tells 
Timothy that he permited not a Woman to teach, nor to uſurp Au- 
thority over the Man, buf to be in filence. (But to call the Church or 
parts thereof together, to perform ſolemaWorſhip, and in ſuch a call 
to exclude or ſhut out the Men, is an uſurping of that Authority 
oyer them to an high degree.) 

And he renders the reafon of this his prohibition thus, For Adar: 
was firſt formed, then Eve , (and therefore had the-Head ſhipiin Wor- 
ſhip) And Adam was not decezued , but the Woman being deceived, was 
in the Tranſgreſjion. 1 Tim. 2.15 16. ; 

But again, it ſhovld ſgem , methinks, if Women muſt needs be 
managers of Werſfhip in Aſſemblies , they ſhould do ir , 2s Eve y- be- 
forg Adam, in preſence of the Men? But that I think none will al-. 
low , though that would be the way belt tocorrett miſcarriages; 

how 
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how then ſhould it be thought convenient for them-to do it alone. 
If Children are not" thought fitt to help to guide the ſhip with the 
Marriners ;, ſhall they be truſted ſo much as with a Boat art Sea, 
alone, The thing in hands a Parallel caſe: For, , 
Foyrthly. If the weightineſs of this Worſhip be, as indeed it is, ſo 
great, that the Strongeſt , and beſt: able toperform ir, do uſually 
come off with Bluſhing, and with repentance for their ſhortneſs, as to 
the well performance thereof ; though they ingage therein by good 
and Lawful Authority - What will they do who are much weaker 
here, and when, as Eve, they ſetto ic ina way'of uſurping of Au- 
thority , and of their own Head; and wil. - | | 
To Offer ſtrange firewith incenſe(which was a type of Prayer )you 
know what it coſt Nad.tb and Abihu, though en, and the Sons of 
Aazon. Mr. K. cryes the Siſters, the Women , the Womens Meet- 
ings, and the like, and how they have prevailed with Heayen. Poor 
Man, I am forry for his weakneſs,and that he ſhould ſhew that himſelf 
is ſo Narnſbin ſuch a.day'as this. | «11 
But to retdrn , as all Worſhip in Aſſemblies ought ta be perform- 
ed with the moſt exact order and ſolemnity;z, So this of Prayer with 
that, if poſſible, that is more then all the reſt; and therefore this 
makes'it more heavie ſtill. When: Men Preach , they have to do 
. with Men, but-whgn they Pray in Aſſemblies, they have to do both 
with Men, and with God at once. ow? ſay » if it be fo great a 
marter to ſpeak to Men before God: How great a matter is it to ſpeak 
to Men and Godat once: ToGod by way of petition, and to Men 
by way of Inſtruction. But 1 am perſwaded if thoſe moſt fond of the 
Womens Meetings forPrayer,were to petition theKing for their lives, 
they would not ſet Women to be their Advocates to him:. Specially 
if the King ſhonld declare before hand by Law , that he permitted 
not a Woman in anopen Auditory to ſpcak before him. | 
There are alſo many temptations that attend the Duty of Praying 
in Aſl:blies : eſpecially thoſe that are unmediatly imployed there- 
in. Theſe temptations, they awake,are a ware of, are forced to 
wreſtle with, and greatly to groza-under- Wherefore we put not 
the weak upon this Service; not the weak,though they be Men : Not 
they in the preſence of the ſtrong. How then ſhould the weakeſt of 
all, be pat upon it, and that when together by themſelves. Men 
though ſtrong-and though Acting by Lawfull Authority in this, are 
. not 
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. not able but with-unutterable- grones to do it : How then ſhall all 


thoſe that attempt 1t without that Authority , perform it , as ac- 


- ceptable Worſhip to God? This work therefore , is as much tgo 


heavy for our Women ,, now, as that about which Eve jngaged inat 


Fifthly, Tf this p may be managed by the Siſter-hood of the 


4 


. Churches, being Congregaten together in abſence of their Men: Of 


what Signification is it that Man is made the Head of the Woman, as 
well.in Worſhip, as in nature? (1 Cor. 411. 3.7.) 
Yea more ,. why are the Elders. of the Churches called - Watch- 


. men, Overſeers , Guides, Teachers, Rulers, and: the. ike ?. if 


this kind of Worſhip may be performed , without their Conduct and 
Government? Exek, 3, 7. Chap. 33. 7+ Atts 20. 28. Epheſ, 4. 11- 
Pſal. 18.72. Heb. 13. 17. 

Firſt, Why is. man made the Head of the Woman inWorſhip,in the 
Worſhip now under debatein that Warſhip thatis to be performed jn 


, Aſſemblies ? , and why are the Women commanded fjlence there, _ if 


they may Congregate by themſelves, and ſet. up and manage Worſhip 
there ? Worſhip was ordained before the Woman was made, where- 
fore the Word of God at the firſt did not immediatly come to her , 
(Gen. 2.16, 17918, .1 Cor. 14 35, 36.) ut to him that was, firſt 


formed and made the Head in Worſhip.. And hence it is. that Wo- 


men are ſo ſtriftly tied up to this Headſhip , that if_rhey will learn» 
chey muſt ask their Husbands at home(not appoint Meetings of their 
own Sex to Teach one another) verſ. 35- But what muſt they do that 
have unbeligving ones ? and what muſt they do that have none ? Anſwer- 
Let them attend upon thoſe Ordihances that God has appointed for 
the building up and perfe&ing of the Body of Chriſt,and learn as the 
Angelsdo, Ephbeſ. 4.11, 12. 13. Chap; 3. 10. 1 Pet. 1. 12. | 
21y. But I ſay, if they zu doas Mr. K. ſays they are in duty bound, 
towitt , meet by themſelyes apart from their Men, and as ſo met 
perform this moſt ſolemn Worſhip to God : How ſhall the Elders 
and Overſeers, the Watchmen, Rulers , and Guides in Worſhip , 
perform their Duty to God,and ro the Church of God, in this, ſince 
from this kind of Worſhip they are quite excluded, and utterly 
ſhut ont of Dores: Unleſs it be ſaid, that toWarch, to Overſee,nnd 
to Guide, in the matter and manner of performance of this Worſhip 
in Aſſ:mblies , 88 no part of the W:tchman or Overſeers work : or 
in 
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in their Lawful abſence, the work of the principal Men of the 
Charch, Nor wilt the Faithful and Dutifal Overſeer , feave 
Worſhip, no, not in the beſt part »frhe Congregation Aſſembled 
to Worſhip, to be performed by every weak Brether , though 1 
believe ic might with more Warrant be 4eft te them, then to 
Krongeſt among our Ordinary ones of the other Sex. ; 

Allo our Elders and Watchmen covet , (if we have unbelievers 
to behold ) that onr Worſhip be performed by the moſt able: How 
then ſhall it be thought that they frould be ſo filly , toturna Com- 
pany of weak Women looſe to be abufed by the fallen Angels? Can 

be thought that their Congreg xtion, ſince they hare it wichont a 
command , fhall fare better among thoſe envious Spirits , then thoſe 
that are Lawfully called , ſhall fare before the World? Watchman, 
Watchman , ſee to thy Duty , look well to the manner of Worſh 
"that is to- be performed according to thy commiſſion. T 
not Eve as Adamdid, with Worſhip , and with its defence. Look 
' that albthings be done in' Worſhip. as becomes thee, a Head, both. in 
Nature, and by Office: And leave not ſo ſolemn a part of Wor- 
ſhip, as Prayer in Company, is, and ought to” be accounted, to 
be done, thou canſt by no means tell how. Watch in and over all 
ſuch Worſhip thy ſelf. Be diligent to know the Ftate of hy flocks, 
whether they be flpcks of Men , or Women, and look well to thy 
brrds, though ſhalt have Milk enough, not only for Men and 
Babes , but alſo for the maintenance and life of thy Maidens. So 
that they need not go with ' their pitchers to ſeek water , there 
where their God has not ſent thery (Pro. 27: 23, 24, 25, 26» 27.) 
Beſides the Shepherds Fents is proviſion ſuſicient for them » 
Cat, 1. X 

But for a Concloſjon of this, Iwill ask this. Man , Whedoth not, 
by pleading for theſe Womens Meetings , declare, that the Women 
without their Men, are better able by themſelves to maintain 
divine Worſhip, then the Men are, without their Elders ? for as 
much as he himſelf will not alow that the Men ſhould alwayes perform 
Worſhip, without his overfight and inſpeQtion : and yet will 
plead for the Women, to have ich Workiip in thefr Congregation, 
among themſelyes, Excluding forever the Men therefrom. For 
faith he, The Spirit is promiſed to be given to them. to that very 


end, that they may Meet together, to Pray apart without their _ L 
n 


' for their deleverances. Therefore the 


(19) 

And now for Mr. K's. Argunients , xHich as faid', are 1nnum- 
ber four. | 

r. VVe' will take the Scriptures from'them',' and 

2. Then pick the bones of their carkaſes: Es -n 

Yetin my taking of the Scriprures from bis Argiments, I V1 
doe it in-z way that is moſt to his adyantage, making of each of them 
as formidable an Objection as I can againſt my (elf. NE 

1. Objef#. Miciam took: 4 timbrill in ber hand, and went one __ 
all the Women went out after -ber, praiſing God with Timbrils and yararep4 

Women of the Churches of Chriſt 
may appoint Meeting of their own', as ſeparate ffom heir Brethren » 
and then. aid there perform divine Worſhip , Prayer , in that' their 
Congregation withoit ther Mn. Exo: 15. Verſ, 20,21. 

I, _ Miriam was a Propheteſs, and I ſuppaſe that none 
of our Women will pretend to'be ſach. _ oP 
And though Mr. K. labours to gett over this, by ſaying that the 
work: of Praiſing. was incumbent upon all : yethy his leaves, Judg- 
ment and- diſcretion and a Spirit of Condn& Sntable to the Duty 
(as | we read of )' was foand (among the Women) w note but ſhee. 
Why is it elſe ſaid, AdGr:am led them forth, Af:riam the Prophe- 
teſs did It: Aaother by Mr. K's. Argtment, might' a done ;it ,as 
well. Thus degrades he the Propherefs, that he may gerffavour 
with the Ordinary Women, »an& prompt” them on'to a Work that 
he has a ſuperſtitious affetion for, | 

2: But his affertion is of no weight- The Women werenot left 
in that- Extraordinary ſervice, to the Spirit: of Ordinary Believ- 
ers: Norcanicount- ic but crooked dealing, to bring in Extrae 
o-dinary Perſons, in their Extraordinary Acts, to prove it Law- 
_ for Ordinary: Perſons, to do that which is not commanded 

em. * 

3- But though Afiriam did go: forth , or come ont with the 
Wome z.yet- not Fo? the 'Mey/ into ſome. remote place in the 
Wilderef, to Worſhip by tkemflves. She rarher went.or came 
out, and-the Women: followed her 5 fom'rhe* place by the Sea , 
where now they were, after Moſes, to ſing as her Sex'became her; 
for ſhe , though an Extraordinary. Woman , might not make her 
felf an;Equall with Moſes and Aaron, therefore ſhee came behindin 
Worthip, yet with the Body of the _— aSit is ſid. So Moſes 
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brourht Ifrael from the red Sea, Verſ.22. Women , though Prophe- 
reſſes , muſt wear ſome badge or other of inferiority, to thoſe 
that are Prophets - indeed, (1 Gor.1.1. 3, 44546,7»8-) And I chuſe to 
underſtand that. Miriam did this , .. 

1. Becauſe the Text laſt mentioned , ſays ſo. 

2. Becauſe Ariam and all the Women did Sing with' the Words 
- of the Men, Verſ. 1, compared: with 21. S000 

3- For that they did Sing them «fter the en , as taking the 
from their mouth+ - For ſaith the Text, Miriam. anſwered them; 
and ſo handed it down ts therrgf her Sexy. ſaying, Sing ye to the Lord 
for he hath Trigmphed Gloriouſly, Verſ.-4. and Verſ: 21. , 

4+ For that ſhe commanded the Women that they ſhould Sing 
the ſame Song : hence-it is called the Song of Moſes , not of 245- 
riam, Revel. 15.3: 

5. From all which I conclude that Miriam did not draw (the 
Women any, into ſome ſuch-place whereneither Afoſes nor Harpn, 
nor the Elders of. Iſrael could ſee » behold , .and obſerve their man- 
ner of derby 3 But that ſhe, as her modeſtie -became her, did 
lead them out from that place where they were, to Sing and to 
Dance, and to praiſe God , after the Men. 

6-.This Scripture therefore , favoreth not this Mans Oppinion, 
To wit, That it « the Duty of. the Women of the Churches of Chriſt to 
ſeparate themſelves from their Brethren, and 4 ſo ſeparate, to per form 
droine Worſhip by themſelves. 

2. Object. Eſther the Queen performed with her Maidens this Duty of 
' Prayey without their Mev : Therefore the Women of Goſpel Churches 
may ſeparate themſclves. from their Brethren , and perform "it among 
themſelves, Eſt. 4. 16, i 1-4 

1. Anſwer. Eſther was in the houſe of the Kings Chamberlain , 
and could not at this time come to her Brethren: No, not to her 
Uncle Aordecas, to conſult how to prevent an aproaching Judg- 
ment: Yea, Mordecez' and ſhee were fain to ſpeak one to another 
by Hatach whom the King had appoioted toattend upon the Queen) 
Verſe 5. 6,7,$49- Soſhe could by no means at that time have com- 
munion with the Church : No marvel therefore if ſhe faſted with her 
Maidens alone : For ſo ſhe muſt now do-, or nor do at all. But'I 
will here ask this our Argumentator, whether Efther-did count it a 


burdey or a Priviledge ,. thus now to be ſeparated from yn 
4 2 thren, 
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thren, and ſo forced to perform this Work as ſhe did ? Ifa Privi- 

ledge, leChim prove it. If a burden, he has little cauſe to make uſe 

of it, to urge that her Practiſe then, for a ground to Women 

that are at liberty to ſeparare from their Brethren to performe 

_— Worſhip by themſelves in their Company » without their 
en- ; 

2. Wedo not read that ſhe defired that any of the Women that 
were at Liberty ſhould come from the Men to be with her ; whence 
we may gather that ſhe preferred their Liberty to Worſhip with 
Men, far beyond a Womans Meeting. She counted that too many, 
by her ſelf and her Maidens, were in ſuch bondage already. 

3. Neither did ſhe attempt to take that #navo;dable Work upon 

herſelf, but as begging of the Men, that Shee might by their Faith 
and Prayers , be Born up therein, clearly concluding that Shee did. 
count ſuch work too hard for Women to perform by themſelves , 
without the help of their Men , Yerſ.15. 16. 
4. Beſides this Womans Meeting (as Mr. XK: - would haye it) was 
made up of none but the Queen and her Houſhold Maides, and 
with but few of them; nor will we complaine of our honeſt Wo- 
men, when the caſe is ſo that they cannot go out to the Church to + 
do this, if they Pray with their Maids at home. 

5- But what if Ether did Pray with her Maids in her Cloſet , be- 
cauſe Shee could not come out to her Brethren: 1s it fair to make 
the neceſſity of a Woman in Bondage, a Law to Women at Li- 
berty? Tlns Argument therefore is erronious » and muſt not haye 
this Text to ſhore-1t up, we therefore take it away from his Words, 
and proceed to a ſight of his next. 

3, Objeft. But »t ſaid by the Prophet Zecharias, that the- Spirit is 
promiſed to be given in-new Teſtament times , to Women, that they may 
Pray together apart from Men, Zech, 12. 113 12,13. | 

Anſw. The Text ſays nothing ſo, but is greatly abuſed by this 
Man. Indeed it ſays their Wives ſhall mourn apart, but it ſaith 
not. , they ſhall do ſo- rogerher, Yea, that they ſhall ſeparate them- 
ſelves by the dictate of God, from their Brethren, to do ſo, Isthat 
which this Text knows nothing of. Sometimes, many may be to- 

ther apart from others ; but-why Mr. K. 'to ſerve his purpoſe , 

d wrackand ftrain this Text to Juſtifie his Wotnans Meecing 
ſee no reaſon at ali. | 
My ., 
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My reaſon againſt him is», for that.the: look, here. v5 niti whom 
we have peixced, which is to be. the.cauſe of this mourning , is to 
be- by. an iramediate revelation of tne Holy Ghoſt, who doth noe 
ule r0- tell befere-hand when he will © come down upon us. But 
ſuch a-Meeting as Mr. K. intends muſt be the: product of Conſul 
tation and time. / ws pour , ſaith God, wpon the Honſe of Das» 
vid, the Spirit of Grace and ſupplication , and. then they ſhall look; 
that is , when that Spirit ſo-worketh.,, with them,, asto enable them 
ſoto do. Now I ſay, I would know ,, fince this mourning is to be 
the effect of this look , and fo; before one. is aware. (Song; 6. 423) 
whether Mr. K. can prove that theſe Women were tothave: an Item 
before hand when they ſhould have this Look:: But as it would- be 
Ridiculous thus to conclude , ſo as. Ridiculous /isitto think to prove 
his Womens Meetings from hence, 

Nor doth ;the Concluſion that he hath made hereupon, prove 
more bur that he is ignorant of the Work of the Spirit in- this 
matter, or that his fondneſs for the Womens Meetings hath made 
him forgett his own experience. For how can one that never had 
but one. ſuch Look upon Feſws Chri#F, draw ſuch a Concluſion 
from. hence. 

And that all thoſe Women ſhould have this Look at the ſame 
- time, even all the Women-of the. Houſe. of David, and of the 
iohabitants of Fer«ſalem, that they might all of them by the Di- 
retion of the Holy Ghoſt, ſeparate themſelves from their Men to 
hold a Womans Meeting or Meetings » by themſelves ,, for this; 
is'more fictitious , then: one would imagin , a Man ſhould Dream.” 
If he ſays that the Women have a promiſe to have this Look when 
they-pleaſe, or that they are ſyer to have it, cauſe *ris intailed to 
THEIR: Meeting » ( for this ſeems to come neareſthis concluſion + 
yet) what unavoidable inconveniencies will flow therefrom, I leave 
ro any to Judge. 

But I take this mourning to be according. as another of the Pro- 
phets ſay, They ſhall be upon the Mountams likes doves of the valleys, 
«it of them mournng, every one for his Imquity, Ezek. 7.16. 

All thoſe Souls therefore , that ſhall be. counted worthy to 
haye this look, ſhall mourn apart, or by themſelves, when they. 
have it. For»though a Man cannot ;appoint to himſelf when. he: 
will repent of his Sins, or when the Holy Ghoſt will work; yet 

| he 
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he fhall indeed; he hall do it, 1 ſay when HE Goth To 
work, not ſtaying till another can do fo too, And fince our own 
Iniquity will then make us beſt conſider our own caſe , mourning 
apars , or every one for their own Iniquity, is moſt naturally 

r thereto, And this is the mourning that ſhall be in the 

e of David ,  Feruſalem , the Church , both with-Men and 
Women , at all times when the Holy Ghoſt ſhall help us to look 
upon him whom we haye pierced. Pray God give Mr. K. and my 
felf more of theſe lookes upon a Crucified Chriſt, for then we ſhall 
underſtind this and other ſuch like Scriptures, otherwiſe then to 
draw ſuch incoherent inferences from them as he doth. 

.4- Objeft. Wamen were wont in GoſpH times to meet together 'to 
Pray. Thevefare the Women in Goſpel Churches may ſeparate them- 
ſelves from their Brethren to perform dvvine Worſhip Þ i themſelves 
without their Men. Aﬀts 16. 13. | 

_—_ is another of his Scriptures , brovght to uphold fhis 'fan- 
£Y ; T 5 | 

Anſw. 1. It is not ſaid that the Women of Churches met 
ther atone to Pray. But that Paul went down 'to a River- 
where Prayer was wont to be made , and ſpake unto the Women 
that reforted thither. I looks: therefore moſt agreeable to the 
Word, to think that there the Law was read by the' Fewsfb 
Priefrs to the proſelired Womenof that City, and that Prayer , 
as Was their cuſtom in all fuch fervice, was intermixed there- 
with, Bur this is but Conje@urall. And yer for allthat, it 1s 
better grounded , and+ hath more reaſon on its ſide , then hath 
any of this mans Arguments for the Opinion of his Womens 
Meetings. But, | 

2. There was there at that time no Goſpel Chnrch of Chriſt,- nor 
before that any Goſpel Miniſtry,conſequently no Church Obedience. 
Should i: then be granted, that there werenone but women at that 
Meeting, and that their Cuſtom-was to meet at that River-ſide to 
Pray, it doth not therefore follow, that their Pradhice was to be a 
Pattern, 2 Rule, a Law to women in Churches, to ſeparate from their 
Brethren, to perform Divine Worſhip, in their own Womans Con- 
gregation without their Men, | 

3- There was there no Goſpel-Believer- Lydia her ſclf” before _ 
Paulcame thither, had her heart ſhut up again(t the Faith 0 ; 
: nin... 
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. Chriſt; and how a company-of Strangers to Goſpel Faith, ſhould in 
that their doing, be a Pattern to the women in Churches, a Pattern 
of Chriſtian VVorſhip, I do not underſtand. | 

4: If Pauls Call ro Philippi had been by the viſion of aVVoman, or 
V.Vomans Meeting ; what an argument would this man have drawn 

/ from thence to have juſtified his womens Meetings ? but fince 'twas'by 

"a. man, he hath loſt an argument thereby. Thaugh be notwithſtan- 
ding, doth adventure to ſay, that God ſo approved of that Meet- 
ing, asSthen, and at thattime, to take adyantage to make known his 
Mind and V Vill to them concerning Jeſus Chriſt. - 

s. And now [Lam in, fince Mr. X. will needs have -this Scripture 

toquſtifie ſuch a praQtice, I wonder, that he ſo lightly over: looked 
Penls going to thatMeeting, for thither he went to be ſure (ver. 13. 
16.) Yea how fairly, to his thinking, might he have pleaded, that 
Paul by this aCt of his, was agreat lover, countenancer and com- 
mender of thoſe he calls the VVomens Meetings. Paul went to the 
Womens Meeting at Phillipi, therefore it w lawful for the . women of 
.Gofpel Churches te ſeparate from ther Brethren, and to Congregate 
by themſelves for the performance of ſome parts of Divine Worſhip. 
. I fay how eaſily might he have ſaid this, and then have popt in 
thoſe:two verſes above quoted, and: fo haye killed the old one? 
For. the word lies liable to be abuſed by the ignorance of men, 
and it had been better then it is, if this had been the firſt 
time that this man had ſeryed it ſo, for the juſtification of his 
Rigid Principles; but when men out of a fond conceit of their 
own abilities, or of prejudice to them that contradict their Er- 
rors, are tempted to ſhew thetr folly, they will. not want an 
opportunity from falſe Gloſles put upon the Text, to do it. 

6. But Pal went to that company to Preach Chriſts Goſpel 
to them, not for that they merited- his cdming, but of the Grace 
of God, as alſo did Petty and Fohn, when at the hour of Prayer 
they went up into the Temple, and Pal into the Synagogue at 
Antioch, Ads 3.1, 2,3. chap. 13-14,15,16- But as fairly might this 
man have urged, that the. healing of the Lame man that lay at 
that time at the Gate of the Temple, and the Converfion of 
them by Paul at Antioch, was by the procurement of the .Pray- 
ers of the Siſters. and by their reading of the Law in that Sy 
nagoguc at Axtioch, as to argue as he has done, that God was 

ſo 
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ſo well pleaſed, or ſo well approved of that VVomans Meeting 
as he feigns it at Phzlipps, as to ſend, &c. to them his Miniſter. 

7. But again, that this Womans Mceting ſhould be ſo deſery- 
ing, and that while they were without the Faith of Chriſt, as to 
procure a Goſpel Miniſter to be ſent unto them, that Chriſt 
might to them be made known, and yet that ſo few of them 
ſhould, be converted to the Faith, ſeems a greater Paradox to 
me. For we read not that one of the women then, or of them of 
the Town, that did uſe to go that Meeting, ( for Lydia was of 
Thyatira)) was ever converted to Chriſt; Brethren we read.of ſe- 
veral, but we hear not of any one more of thoſe Women, 
Vetl. 10. 

But Lydia worſhipped God, therefore her practice might pre- 
vail. Although ?cis ſaid ſhe worſhipped God, yet ſhe was but 
a Proſelyte, as thoſe As 13: was, and knew no more of Chriſt 
then the Eanuch did, As 8. But hold, ſhe had Faith, will that 
make all praCtice acceptable, yea, Law and Commandment ro o- 
thers,, and the work of thoſe that have none, Meri orious? But 
we muſt touch upon theſe things anon. 

5- Object. Bue (ſaith Mr. X.) Malachi 3. 16. doth countenance 
thefe Meetings. 

Anſw. Not at all; though Mr. X. has pleaſed to change a 
Term in the Text, to make it ſpeak his mind ; for he has pur 
out [ thovght ] and pur in [ c?1l ? but all will not do his work , 
for when he has done what he can, *rwifl be difficult, to make 
that Scripture ſay, It is the duty of. women in Goſpel-Church- 
es to ſeparate -from their Brethren, ro perform Divine VVor- 
ſhip among themſelves. 

6, Obj. Bat Jude 20. doth juſt ifie theſe Meetings, except ſaith he, 
any "_ ſay, Women are not to be built up wm their moſt Holy 
Faith. 

Anſw. How fain would the man lay hold on ſomething, onely 
he wants Divine Help, that is, the VVord of God, to boitom 
his things upon. 

But doth the Apoſtle here at all treat of the VVomen and 
their Meetings, or are they only the Beloved, and to be built up, 
&c. Speaks he not there to the Church, which confiſtet-of men 
and women ? and are not men the more noble part in all the 
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Churches of Chriſt. But can women no other way be built up in 
04 wa holy faith, but by Meetings of their own without their 
men 

But, Building up your SELVES , 1 ſuppoſe is the thing he holds 
by. But cannot the Church, and every woman in it, build up 
themſelves without thee Womans Meetings ? wherefore have 
they the Word, their Cloſet, and the grace of Meditation, 
but to build up themſelves withall ? He faith not, 
Build up one another, but if he had,- it might well have been 
done withour a Womans Mecting, But any thing to ſave a 
drowning man. 

This Text then is written to the Church of Chriſt, by which 
it is exhorted to Faith and Prayer, but it ſpeaks not a word of | 
a Womans Meeting, and therefore it is fooling with the VVord 
to ſuggeſt it. I cannot therefore, while I ſee this impertinent 
dealing, +hut think our Argumentator dotes, or takes upon him 
to be a Head of thoſe he thinks to rule oyer. The womans Let- 
ter, {40 me alſo ſeems to import the ſame, when they ſay, Ar. 
K. would deſire to know what Objeitions you have agat"5t it ( his 
Arguments ) 4nd he « ready to give his further advice, 

Thus having taken from his Arguments thoſe Holy Words of 
God which he has abuſed, to make them ſtand; I come next to 
the Arguinents themſelyes, and intend to pick their Bones for 
the Crows. 

1, He ſaith, That the ſame Spirit that was in Miri, is alſo 
in all Gods Servants for* th: ſame end , both to pray for Mercies. me 
ftand in need of, and to praiſe God for. Mercies received, 

1.' Anſwer, But the queſtion is, whether Miriam did, as ſhe 
led out the women to. dance, act only as an ordinary Saint. 
And if you evade this, you chuſe the tongue of the Crafty, and 
uſe the: words of deceit, For ſhe managed that work 2s ſhe 
was Miriam the Prepheteſs , and in your next, Pray tell your 
women ſo. | 

2. But as Miriam the Propheteſs, ſhe did not lead the women 
from their men, to worſhip in ſome place remote by themſelyes, 
as we have ſhewed before... 

He ſaith, that God hath promiſed to pour out bays Spirit 
in Goſpil times to that very end, that women might Pray together 
apart from men. Anſwer; 
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Anſwcy, Not mentioning again what was ſaid before : I 2dd; if 
by men, he means the Brethren, the Prophet will not be his Voucher, 
for he neither ſaith nor intimates ſuch a thing. 

2. And how far ſhort this ſaying is, of making of God and his holy 
Prophet, the Author of Schiſm in Worſkip, and an encovragement 
unto Schiſm therein, *tis beſt in time that he looks to it. For if 
they may withdraw, 70 do tc: at one time, they may withdraw , 
ro do thus 2t another : And if the Spirit is given to them to rhis ve- 
ry end, that they may go by themſelves from the Church, to pertorm 
this Divine Worſhip at one time, they may, for what bounds this man 
has ſet them, go by themſelves to dothus always. But, as I faid, the 
whole of this Propoſition being falſe, the Error is ſtill the greater. 

3dly, Ged, ſaith he, hath ſo well approved of women meet ing tegether to 
Pray in Goſpel times, as then, and at that time, to take cccaſion to makg 
known bus Mind and Will to them concerning Fe ſus Chr: ſt, Acts 16. 13 . 

Anſw. Let the Reader conſider what was ſaid afore » and now 1t 
follows; It this Aſſrtion he true, then Popiſh DoQtrine of Merit is 
good, yea the worſt ſort 6f it, which is,works done aforeFaith.For thac 
we read of none of theſe women ſave Lydia feared or worſhipped God; 
and yet faith he, God ſo approved of that Meeting as then, & at that 
time to ſend them his Goſpel, which is one of the Richeſt Bleſſings; 
nor will it help to lay Cornelius now in my way, for the deſervings 
here were, for ought we read, of women that feared not God. 
Here Lydia only bare that CharaQer, ®tis ſaid SHE worſhipped 
God, but ſhe was not a/ the women.- But Mr. K. faith bus of them 
al. Iknow alſo there was Faith in ſome in A:ſſias to come, thovgh 
when he came, they knew not his perſon ; bur this is not the caſe nei- 
ther; Theſe women, who held up as he feigned, this Meeting, were _ 
not as we read of, of this people. . 

4+ He ſaid, That Eſther and ber Maids F coſted and Prayed, and the 
Lord gave a gracious return, or anſwer and deliverance, That, is to 
the Church, that then was under the Rage of Haman. 

Anſw. Let the Reader remember what wes ſaid bcfore, and now 
I ask this man,” 

1. Whether ordecat and the good men then did not Pray and 
Faſt as well as ſhe ? And if fo, whether they might not obtain at 
leaſt, ſome little of the Mercy, as well as thoſe women, 1f {o. 

2, Whether Mr.X. inopplying the deliverance cf this pccple, 5 
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to the prayer of the Queen and her-Maids, for he lays it only there , 
be not deceitful arguing, and doth not tend to puff up that Sex, to 
their hurt and dammage ? yea whether it doth not tend to make them 
uaruly and head ſtrong? Bur if they te more gently inclineg to obedi- 
ence, no thanks to Mr. X. 

3- And if I ſhould ask Mr. X. who gave him authority to attribute 
This the deliverance of this people: to who and whatPrayers he pleaſe, 
I ſuppoſe it would not be caſie for him to anſwer. The Text laith 
not, that the Prayers of theſe women precured the Bleſſing, But 
Mr. &. hath here a Womans Meeting to vindicate, and therefore it is 
that he is thus out in his mind. 

Prayers were heard and the Church was delivered. And I doubt 
not bus that theſe good women had hand and heart in the work. Bat 
ſhould all be admitted that Mr. X. hath Cid as to this alſo, yer this 
Scripture,as hath already been proved, will not juſtifie his womans 
Meeting. p . 

5- He makes bis appeal to the women, if they have not obtained by their 
Prayers in wy their Meetings, many bleſſed returns of Prayer from 
God, both to themſelves and the Church of God. 

Anſw.] count this no whit better then the very worſt of his Paper, 
for beſides the ſillineſs of hisappeal, by which he makes theſe good 
women to be Judg in their own cauſe, his words have a direCt ten- 
dance in them to puff them up totheir deſtruCtion. 
 Ihavewondred ſometimes, to ſee when ſomething extrz2ordinary 
hath happened to the Church of God for good, that a few women 
meeting together to Pray, ſhould be poſſeſſed with a conceit, thac 
they fetched the benefit down from heaven, when perhaps ten thou- 
ſand men in the Land prayed for the Mercy as hard as they. 

Yea have obſerved that thovgh the things beſtowed, were not 
fo much as thought of by them, yet they hzve been apt to con- 
clude that their meeting together has done it. But poor women 
you are to be pittied, your Temprcr is to bear the blame, to 
wit, this man and his Fellows. 

I'come now to ſome Objeftions that may yet be thought on : and 
will ſpeak a word io them. 

1. ObjcR. It is ſaid, Where two,or three ave gathered together in 
amy name , I atnthere in the midſt of them , Matt. 18. 20. 

Anſwer, To gather together in Chriſts Name , is to gather toge- 
her by his Authority; That is, by his Law andCommandment, Acts 
4 
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4- 1',18,30. Chap. 5. 28. 40. Coloſ, 3.17. But we have no Law of 
Chriſt , nor Commandment,that the Women of this , or that Church. 
ſhould ſeparate themſelves from their Brethren, to maintain Meet- 
. ings among themſelves, for the performing of Divine Worſhip : . 
and therefore ſuch Meetings cannot be in his name; that is, þ 
his Authority,Law,and Commandment;and ſoxcught r.ot to be at all 

2, Objet. But Women may , if ſent for by them of their own Sex, 
comt to ſee them, when they aye ſick,, and when ſocome together, Pray 
inthat Aſſembly before they part. ; 

Anſw. The Law of Chriſt is, 7s any ſick, among you , let him (and 
the Woman is incladed in the Man) call for the Elders of the Church, 
and let them Pray over bim, &c- and to this InjunCtion there is a 
threefold promiſe made. 

1- And the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick ; 

2. And the Lord ſhall raiſe him vp. 

3- Andif he have committed Sin , they ſhall be forgiven him. 
Jam. 5. 14, 15+ 

And conſidering, this advice is ſecorded with ſo much Grace : 
I think it beſt in all ſuch caſes (as in all other) to make the Word * 
of God our Rule. ON 

3. Objet. But Women have ſometimes caſes, which mode y will 
net admit ſhould be made known to Men , what muſt they do they 

Anſw. Their Husband and they are one Fleſh , and are no more 
to be accounted two. Let them tell their grief to them. Thus 
Rachil asked Children of her Husband , and* went not to a neſt of 
Women to make her Complaint to them , (Gen. 30. 1.) or let them 
betake themſelves to their Cloſets, with Rebecca (Gen. 25. 20,21) 
22, 23.) oritthey be in the Aſſembly of the Saints, let them Pray 
in their Hearts, with Hh - And if their petition be Lawfull, 
I doubt not but they may be Heard , .1 Sr. 1. 13. 

Our Awthor , perhaps » will ſay,l have not ſpoken to his Q"eſtion, 
which was », Whether Women fearing God, may Aect to Pray rogerber? 
And whether it be Lawfull for them we do ? 

But I Anſwer , 1 have: with reipe@ to all ſuch Godly Women as 
are in the Churches of the Saints, 1 Cor. 14. ,33, 34, 35- compared: 
with Yer. 15,16,17. : 

And when he has told us, tifat his Queſtion reſpected only thoſe 
out of Churches, then will 1 con'cſs that I did miſtake him. Yet 
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' he will gett nothing thereby, for as much as his Queſtion to be ſure 
iatends thoſe in ſpecial : Alſo his Arguments are forthe Juſtifying 
of that their PraCtiſe. | ; 

Now the reaſon why I waved the form of his Queſtion , was , 
becauſe it was both ſcanty and lean of Words, as to the matter of 
Controverſie in hand : Alſo-I thought it beſt to make it mere 
ample , and diſtinCt, for the Edification of our Reader. And if 
after all, Mr. K. is not pleaſed at what I havedone, let him take 
up the Qneſtion, and Anſwer 1t better. The Man perhaps may 
fly to the caſe of utter neceſſity , and fo bring forth another Que- 
ſtion, to wit , whether , if the Men of a Church ſhould all die , be 
murdered , or eaſt mts priſon: The Women of that Chuach may not 
Aeet together to Pray? And whether it be not Lawful for them ſo 
ro do? But when he produceth a ncceflity for the puting of ſuch 
a Queſtion, and then ſhall put it to me; I will, as God ſhall help 
me » give him an Anſiyer thereto. | | 

But , may ſome ſay , Our Women in this, do not what they do , 
of their owa Heads , they are alldwed to do what they do by the 
- Church. x | 

I Anſwer , No Churck-allowance is a Foundation ſufficient to Ju- 
ſtifie that which is neither Commanded nor Allowed by the Word. 
| Beſides - who knows not, that have their Eyes in their Heads, what 
already. has, and what further may come into the Chucches, at 
{uch a gapp as this. 

And now togive the Reader a Cautionary Concluſion. 

1. Take heetl of letting the name , or good ſhew of athing , be- 
gett in thy Heart a Religious reverence of that thing ; but look to 
the Word for thy bottom , for it is the Word that. Avthorizeth , 
what ever may be done with Warrant in Worſhip, to God ; with- 
out the Word, things are of humain invention , of what Splendor or 
Beauty ſoever they may appear to he. Without doubt the Fryers 
and Nanns, and thcir Religious Orders, were of a good intent 
at firſt, as alſo compulſive vowes of chaſtitie , ſingle lite, and the 
like: But they were all without the Word, and therefore, as 
their bottom wanted divine Authority, {o the Practiſe wanted 
SanQtity by the Holy Ghoſt. The Word Prayer, is, of it ſelf, 
in appearance ſo Holy , that he forthwith ſeems to be a Devil that 
forbids it: And yet we finde that Prayers haye been out of joynt, 
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and diſorderly uſed ; and therefore may by one, without incurring 
the danger of damnation, be called into Queſtion ; and if, found 
without Order by him , he may labour to ſer them in joynt again , 
Matt. 6. 5,6,7;8. Chap. 23. 14. Fam. 4: 3+ 

Iam not of thenumber of them , that ſay , Of what profit s it, if 
we ſhould Pray unto God? Job 21. 15: But finding no good foot- 
ing in the Word for that kind of ſervice we have treated about 
above » and knowing that error and humain inventions in Religion 
will not offer themſelves, but with wiped lipps, amd a counte- 
nance as demure as may be, and alſo being perſwaded that this 
Opinion of Mr. X. is vagrant,, yea a meer alien as to the, Scrip- 
tures, I being an Officer, haye apprehended it, and put it in the 
ſtocks, and there will keep it, till I ſee by what Authority it has 
=—_ to paſs and repaſls as it liſts, among the Godly in this 

and. | 

 2ly. Yethy all that 1 have ſaid, I never meant to intimate in 
'the leaft, but that believing Women are Saints as well as Men : And 
members of the body of Chriſt. AndIwill add, thatas rhey, and 
we, are united to Chriſt , and made members. of his myſtical body, 
the fulneſs of him that fills all in all? So there 1s no ſuperiority, 
asSI know of, but weareall one in Chriſt. For , #he Man ts not with- 
ont the Woman, nor the Woman without the Idan in tve Lord, nor are 
we counted as Male or Female in him, 1 Cor. 11- 11. &Galat, 3. 28. 
Ephe/. 1.23. Only we muſt obſerve that this is ſpoken of that Chu ch 
which is his True Myſtical Body , and not of every particular Con- 
gregation of profeſſing.Chriſtians. _. - ; 

The Churches of Chriſt here ,-and there, are allo calied his Body: 
But no Church here, though never ſo famous, mult be taken for 
that of which mention was made afore. 

As Chriſt then, has a Body 2y##:cal, which is called his 24 mbcrs, - 
his Fleſh, and his Bones; Epheſ.5. 30, So he has'a Body Politzch, 
Congregations modelled by: the $kill that his Miniſters have 
in his Word , for the hearing pp. of his: Name , and the preſerving 
of his Glory in the World againſt Avrzchrift, In 1:5 Church , Or- 
der, and Diſcipline, for the nouriſhing vp of the True Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt, has been placed from the Foundation of the World. 
Wherefore in th&s., Laws, and Statutes » and Government, 1s to be 
looked after, and given heed unto, for the Edification of mn k 
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-which'is to ariye at laſt to a perfe&t Man: To the meaſure of 
the Stature” of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 12- 27, 28, 29, 
"Epbeſ. 4- 11, 122 13. 

Now where there is Order, and Government by Laws and Sta- 
rutes : There muſt , of neceſlity , be alſo a diſtiattion of Sex , De- 

ees, and Age : Yea, Offices, and Officers mult alſo be there , 
Yor our furtherance, and Joy of Faith. #rom which Government and 
Rule , our Ordinary Women are excluded by Paw; nor ſhould it, ſince 
-it is done by the Wiſdomof God , be ,any offence unto them. 

In «<# Church there are oft times many Hypocrites, and formal 
Profeflors, and Hereſies: That they which are approved may be 
made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 11. 19. Theſe therefore being there, and 
being ſuffered to aft as they many times do , provoke the Truly 
Godly , to contend with them by the Word : For that theſe Hy- 
pecrites, and formal Profeſſors, Naturaly incline to a denyal of 
the power of Godlineſs, and to ſet up forms of their own, in the 
ſtead thereof, Mark. 7. 6,7;8,9. 2 Tim. 3. 5. 

And this is done for the ſake, and for the good of thoſe that-are 
the true Memhers of the body of Chriſt, and that are to arive 
at his -Haven of Reſt: From whom thoſe others at lait ſkall be 
porgec » and with them , all ebery things that offend : Marr. 13.40. 

hen ſhall the righteous ſhine like the Sun, in the Kingdom of their 
Fatber : He that hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 

This Church , that thus confiſteth of all Righteous , that are ſo 
in Gods 2ccount : they are to have an Houſe in Heaven, and to be 
for Gods babitation there. -Who then, ſhall be governed by their 
Head witho ut thoſe Officers and Laws , that are neceſlary here ? 
And both at Jlaft ſhall be ſubje&t ro him, that ſometime did put 
all things under Chriſt, that God may be all in all, Fob. 14.1,2, 
3. Epheſ. 2.21. 1 Cor. 15. 23,24» 25, 26, 27. Wherefore my be- 
loved Siſters, this inferiority of yours will laſt but a little while: 
When the day of Gods Salvation is come, to-wit-z, when our 
Lore ſhall deſcend from Heaven , with a ſhout, with the yoice of 
the Archangel, and the Trump of God, theſe diſtinCtions of Sexes 
ſhall be laid a fide, and every pot ſhall be filled to the Brim. For 
with a notwithſtanding you ſhall be ſaved , and be gathered upto 
that ſtate of Felicity ; if you continue in Eaith , and Charity , and 
Holineſs , with ſobriety , .41 Tim. 2. 15. 

Thirdly, 
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Thzrdly. 1 doubt not at all of the Lawfulneſs of Womens Praying, 
and that both in private and Publick: Oaly whea they Pray Pub- 
lickly, they ſhould not ſeparate from, bur joyn with the Chorch 
in that Work. They ſhould alſo not be the mouth of the Aſſem- 
bly, but in heart, deſires, grones, and Tears » they ſhould go a 
long with the Men, In their Cloſets they are at Liberty to ſoeak 
unto their God , who can bear with, and pitty them withus ; and 
pardon all our weakneſs for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And here , I will take an occaſion to ſay, there may be a twofold 
miſcarriage in Prayer, one in DoQrine, the other in the frame of 
the Heart : All are too much ſubje&t to the laſt, Womento the firſt. 
And for this cauſe ir is, at leaſt, ſolthink, that VVomen are not 
1 propuy to Teach , nor ſpeak in Aſſemblies for Divine Worſhip , 

t to be and to learn in ſilence , 1 Cor. 14. 33,34535- Chap. 15-33. 

For he that faileth as to the frame of his Spirit, hurteth only 
aj : Bur he that faileth in Do#rine, corrupteth them that 

Y. 

Let the Women be alone with Rebecca, inthe Cloſet ; orif in 
Company » Let her , with Hanna ſpeak to her ſelf and x0 God; 
and not doubt ,, but if She be humble, ay hoop withinCompaſs , Shee 
ſhall be ſharers with her Brethren in the Mercy. 

Fourthly. Nor are Women , by what | have ſaid, debarred from 
any Work, or imploy , unto which they are enjoyned by the Word. 
They have often been called forth to be Gods witneſſes , and have 
Born tamous Teſtimony for him , againſt the Sons of the Sorcereſs , 
and the Whore ; I remember many of. them with comfort : Even of 
theſe Eminent Daughters of Sarah, whoſe Daughters you 4lſo are , 
ſolongas youdo well , and are not affraid with any amazement 3 
1 Pet. 3. 1,2344-56 

What by the Word of God , yon are called unto, what by the 
Word is enjoyned,, you, do; andthe Lord be with you. 

But this of the Womens Meetings : Since indeed there is nothing 
for its Countenance in the Word , and ſince the calling together of 
Aſſemblies for Worſhip, is an A of Power, and belongeth to 
the Church, Elders, or Chief Men of the fame : Let me intreat 
you to be content , to be under Snbjecttion , andObedience, as alſo 
Gith the Law. We hold that it is Gods Word, that we are to look 
to, asto all things pertaining to a 3 becauſe it is the Word 

tha 
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that Authorizeth , and SanCtifieth what wee do. 

Fifthly. Women ! They are an Ornament in the Church of God 
on Earth , as the Azzels are in the Church in Heaven. Betwixt 
whom alſo there is ſome Comparifon , for they cover their faces in 
Ads of Worſhip, 7/a: 6-2. 1 Coy. 11. 10, But as the els in 
Heaven , «re not Chriſt , and ſo not admitted to the Mercie-ſeat to 
' Fpeak to God, ſo neither are Women on Earth , the Adan ;, who is 
to Worſhip with open face before him,and to be the mouth 1n Prayer 
for the reſt. As the Angels then cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, with faces 
covered in Heaven : _ So let the Women cry, Holy, Holy, Holy , 
with their faces covered on Earth: Yea thus they ſhould do , be- 
eauſe of the Augels. For this cauſe ought the Woman to have Power , 
that is a covering , 07 ber Head , becauſe of the Angels, 1 Cor: 11. 
10, Notonly becauſe the Angels are preſent, but becauſe Women, 
and Argels, as to their Worſhip, jn their reſpettive places , have 
a ſemblance. For the Angels are inferior to the great Man Chriſt, 
who is in Heayenz and the Woman 1s inferior to the Man, that 
Truly Worſhips God in the Church on Earth. 

Methinks, Holy and Beloved Siſters, yon ſhould be cantent to 
wear this Power, or badge of your inferiority, ſince the cauſe thereef, 
aroſe at firſt from your ſelves. *Twas the Wemar that at firſt the 
Serpent made uſe of , and by whom he then overthrew the Warld : 
Wherefore the Woman , to the Worlds end, muſt wear tokens of her 
Underling ſbiy in all Matters of VVorſhip. .To ſay nothing of that 
which ſhe cannot ſhake of, to wit, her painsand ſorrows in Child- 
' bearing (which God has r5vered to hex Nature) there is her Silence, 
and ſhame, and a covering for her face , in token of it, which ſhe 
ought to be exerciſed with, when ever the Church comes together to 
VVorſhip, Ger. 3. 16. 1 Tim. 2, 15. 1 Cor. 11. 13.1 Tem: 2,9. 

Do you think that God gave the V Voman her hair , that ſhe might, 
deck her ſelf, and ſer off her fleſhly beauty therewith ? It was gi- 
ven her to cover her face with , in token of ſhame and ſilence , be 
that by the VVomas ſin came inco the VVorld , 1 T7. 2. 9. 

And perhaps the reaſon why the Angels covergheir faces when 
they cry, Holy , Holy , _ in Heaven, is to ſhew that they ſtiff 
bear ia minde with a kind of abhorrence, the remembrance of their 


Fellows falling from thence.  Medeſty , and ſhame-facednefs , be- 
comes 'VVomen at all times, eſpecially ig times of ache” 
( 
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and the more of this is mjxed with their grace, and perſonage, the 
More Beautiful they are both to God and Men. Bus why muſt the 
Women have ſhame-facedneſs , ſince they live honevtly as the Men ? 1 
Anſwer, In remembrance of the Fall of Eve , and to that the Apoftle 
applies it. For a VVoman (neceſſity has no Law)+to ſhave her 
head, and to look with open face in VVorſhip, as if ſhe could be 
aleader there; is ſo far from doing that which becomes her , that 
it declares her to have forgot what God would have her for ever 
with ſhame remember. 

Sixthly; In what, I have ſaid about the VVomens Meetings ; 1 
have not at all concerned my ſelf about thoſe VVomen , that have 
been Extraordinary ones » fuch as Miriam, Deborab, Huldah, Anna, 
or thereſt, as the Daughters of Philip the Eyangeliſt , Priſcilla, 
the VVomen that Paul faid laboured with him in the Goſpel , or 
ſuch like ; for they might Teach , Prophecy , and had power to call 
the People together ſo todo. | | 
” Thongh this I muſt ſay concerning them , they ought to (and 
did, notwithſtanding ſo high a calling, ſtill) bear about with them 
the badge of their inferiority to them that were Prophets indeed. 
And hence ?ris ſaid , under pain of being guilty of diſorder , that if | 
they Prayed in the Church, or Propheſied there , with their head 
uncovered , they then dishonoured their Head » 1 Cor. 11.5. 

The Propheteſſes were below the Prophets, and their covering for 
their head was to be worn in token thereof and perhaps *was for 
want of regard .to this Order , that when A4:am began to perk it 
before Moſes, that God covered her face with a Leperow-Scabb , 
Numb, 12, | 

Hence theſe VVoſnen, when Prophets were preſent, did uſe to 


lie ſtill as to Afts of Power , and leave that to be put torth by them 


that was higher then they: And even A4iriam her elf , though 
ſhe was one indeed, yet ſhe came allwayes behind , not only in 
name, bnt VVorſhip, unleſs when ſhe was in;her own diſorders, 

Num. 12.1. FR 
And it is worth your further noting . that. when God tells 1/ract 
thar they ſhould take heed in the Plagc of Lepro/ie that they dili- 
gently obleryed to do what the Prigſt and Levires' tatifhat them, 
that he conjoyns with that Exhortation, hat tvey ſrould remembry” 
what God did io Miriam by the wzy , Dens-26: £29. latinatingſarcly, 
| ; x 2 that 
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that they ſhould not give heed to VVomen, that would be perking 
vp in matters of VVorſhiping God. : 

Much lefs ſhould we inveſt them with Power to call Congregations 
of their own, there to perform Worſhip without their Men. 

Yet , wilt fay, notwithſtanding all this, that if any of theſe high 
Women , had (but we never read that they did) ſeparate themſelyes 
and others of their own Sex with them, apart to Worſhip by them- 
ſelves: or if they had given out Commandment fo to do, and had 
jpynedGods name to that Command ment,l ſhould have freely conſent- 
ed that our Women ſhculd do ſo too, when lead out , and condutted 
in Worſhip, by ſo Extraordinary a one. 

Yea more, If any of theſe high Women, had given it out for Law, 
that the Wornen of the Churches in New Teſtament-times, eught te 
ſeparate themſelves from their Men , and as ſo Separate, perform 
divine Worſhip among themſelves : I ſhould have Subſcribed there- 
ro. But finding nothing like this in the Word of God, for the San- 
Rifying of ſuch a Practiſe : And ſeeing ſo many Scriptures wreſted 
out of their place to Juſtifie ſo fond a conceit : And all this done by 
aMan of Concett , and of one that , as his Siſters ſay, expets my 
Anſwer: 1 found my ſelf engaged to ſay ſomething for the ſuppreſling 
of this his Opinion. 

But toreturn to the good Women in the Churches, and tomake up 
my diſcourſe with them. 

Firſt, Theſe Meetjngs of yours (hononrable Women) whereia 
you attempt to perform divine Worſhip by your ſelves, without your 
Men, not having the Authority of the Word to Santtific them, 
will þe found W:k-Worſbip, in the day when you, as to that, ſhall 
be meaſured with that Golden Reed, the Law of God. . And who 
hath required this at your hand ? may put you to your ſhifts for an 
Anſiver, notwithſtanding all Mr... has ſaid to uphold you, 1ſa.1. 12. 
Revel. 11. 3,2, 3, 

Secondly, Theſe Meetings of yours »eed not be; There :re Elders 
or Brethren in al Churches, to calltro, and manage this Worſhip 
of God, inthe World : if you abide in your ſubjeftion and Wor- 
ſhipÞas you are commanded. ; : 

bridly, Theſe Meetings of yours,(inſtead of being anOrnament to 
the Church in which you are) isa ſhame and blemiſh co thoſe Church-- 
es.. For thcy- manifeſt the unrulineſs of ſuch Women, or that the 


Church- 
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Charch wants $kill to Govern them. FHuve you not in your flock a 
Male? 1 Cor. 24, 25: Matach. 1. 14. 

Foxrthly , Suppoſe your Meetings in ſome caſes were Lawful , 
yet fince by the Brethren they may. be managed better , you and your I 
Meetings ought to give place. | 

That the Church together ,. and the Brethren, as the mouth to 
_—_ are capable of managing this Solemn Worſhip beſt , Con- 

der 


: 1. The Gifts for all ſuch ſervice , are moſt to be found in the El- 
ders and leading Men in the Church : And not in the Women 
thereof. . 

2. The Spirit for Condu@t and Government in that Worſhip. , 
is not in the Women, bur in the Men. . 
+ '3- The Men are admitted in ſuch Worſhip , to ſtard with open 
Face'before God (a token of much admitance to liberty an4 boldneſs 
with God) a thing denyed to the Women, 1 Cor. 11. 4,5.. 

: 4+ For that whek Meetings for Prayers are Commanded , the 
Men , - to-be the -mouth to God , are mentioned , hut not an. Ord 
nary Woman , in all the Scriptures. Where the Women and Chil- ., 
dren, and them that ſack the breſts are called, with theBride and 
Bridegroom, and the whole Land ,, to mourn : Yet the Miniſters, 
andElders, and Chiefeft of the Brerhren, are they, and they only 
that are bid to SAY', are thy People O Lord! and gue Hot thine: 
Heritage to reproach, Jocl. 1. 13,14. Chap. 2.15, 16, 17. 

$+ The Word for encouragement to' Pray heli:vizgly in Aſſem- 
blies is given to men. Andit is the Word that makes, and that 
SanQtifies an Ordinance of God : Men therfore in all Aſſmblies for 
Worſhip, ſhould be they that ſhould manage ic, and ler others joyn 
in their place. 

Object. But the Worn is included in the Min, for the ſame Ward 
fromifues both. p 

1, Anſwey, If the Woman is included here, let-her not exchide the 
Man. -But the Man is Excluded : The Man is Excluded by this Wo- 
mans Meeting mth okp 4. from Worſhip , though. he be. the + 
Head in Worſhip over the Woman , and by Geds Ordinance ap- 
pointed to manage it , and this is an Excluding of the worſt Com- 
plexion, 1 Cor. 11, 3. TY 
2. 'Fhongh the Woman ts included , when-the Man ſometimes is 
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-named, yet the Man is not Excluded , when himſelf as Chiefis 
named. But tocut him off from being the Chief in all Aſſemblies 
for Worſhip, is to Exclude him , and that when he for that in 
Chief is named. | 

3- The Woman is included when the Man is named, yet but in 
her place, and if ſhe Worſhips ia Aſſemblies, her part is to.hold 
her Tongue, to learn in {lence ; and if ſhe ſpeaks, ſhe muſt doit, 
I mean as to Worſhip, in her Heart to God. 

4- Nor , dol think that any Woman that is Holy and Humble , 
will take offence at what I have ſaid; for I haye not in any thing 
ſought to degrade them, oc to take from them what either Nature 
or Grace, Or an- Appointment of God hath inveſted them with : 
But have laboured to keep them ia their place. _ 

And doubtleſs to abide where God has put us, 1s that » whichnot 
only highly concerns us , but that , which becomes us- Siſters, 
I bave {aid what I have ſaid to ſet you right ,, and to prevent your 
attempting to do things in ſuch Sort unto which you-are not ap- 
pointed. Remember what God did to Afiriam, nd be afraid. | 

Be as oftenin your Cloſets as you will; the oftener there, the bet- 
ter. This is your Duty » this is your -Priviledge : This place is 
SinCtified to you for ſervice by the Holy VVord of God. Here you 
may bez and not make Ordinances enterferey and not preſume upon 

. .the Pawer of your Superiors, and not thruſt out your Brethren, nor 

" put them behindc your backs in VVorſhip. =» 

Be alſo as often as poſſible you can in V Vorſhip,when the Church, 
or parts thereof , are Aſſembled for that end, according to God. 
Anq when you are there, -joyn with Heart and Soul , with your 
Brethren in all Holy Petitions to God. Let the Men 1n Prayer be V 
the mouth to God, and the VVomen lifc after with groans and de- 
ſires. Let the Men ſtand with open Face in this V Vorſhip, for that 
they are the image and-Glory of God , and.Jet the Women be cloth- 
ed in modeſt Appzrel, with ſhame-facedneſs, in token of the rem- 
brance of what has been touched afore, 7 

When Women keep their places, and Men age thelr 'Wor- 
fhiping God as they ſhould , we ſhall have better days for the Church 
of God, in the VVorld, Fer. 29. 10,11,12,13. 

VVomen are not to be blamed for that they are forward to Pra 
to God , only let them know their bounds ; and 1 wiſh that, ialeneſs 
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in Men, be not the cauſcjof their putting their good VVomen up--- 
on this VVork. Surely they that can ſcarce tye their Shoes, and 
their Garters, before they arive at the Tavern, or get to the Coffe- 
houſe dore in a morning , can ſcarce ſpare time to be a while in 
their Cloſets with God. Morning-Cloſet-Prayers , are now by moſt 
London-Profeſſors , thrown a way z and what kind of ones they make 
at night, God doth now (and their Conſcience when awake will) 
' know; however I have cauſe, as to this, to Look at home: And 
God mend me and all his Servants about it , and wherein we elſe are 
out. 
I have done, after I have faid, that there are ſome other things, 
concerning VVomens touching which, when I have an Opportunity , 
I may alſo give my Judgment. But at preſent, I intreat that. 
theſe 1ines be taken ia good part, for I ſeek Edification , nor, 
Contentiop. 


